INTRODUCTION

THE author of this book has asked me to explain its origin,
scope and purpose. I am glad to do this as I consider the
work he has done to be both sound and seasonable. It
carries on the record of exploration in the far south down to the
present day, and enables those who may be attracted by the next
things to be done in the Antarctic to understand the full bearings
of the discoveries to come. The origin of the book involves a
retrospect, and I apologize for any undue emphasis on the part
which it has been my privilege to play in the events to be noted.
When public interest began to return to the Antarctic Regions
in the last years of the nineteenth century a coherent narrative
of exploration in the far south was produced by Dr. Karl Fricker
whose " Antarktis" was published in Germany in 1898, followed
by an English translation in 1900. At this time Sir John Keltie
was planning his" rStory of Exploration Series" in which he linked
the progress of discovery in various large areas with the life story
of the men who had taken the greatest forward strides* In the
original prospectus the subject of " Ross and the Antarctic " was
assigned to Mr, Halford J. Mackinder whose brilliant work at
Oxford and Reading roused the expectation of a masterpiece. But
Sir Halford Mackinder was by then turning from theoretical studies
to the more strenuous application of geographical principles to
practical politics, and, as he could not find time to proceed with
the book, I was called upon to undertake its compilation.

The Antarctic Regions had held a fascination for me since, as
a boy, I had read Ross's" Voyage of Discovery and Research " and
Jules Verne's " Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea/' and
had gazed at that weird piece of taxidermy, WeddelFs type speca-
men of the seal which bears his name, in the Natural History
Museum at Edinburgh. My first duty when I was appointed
Librarian of the Royal Geographical Society in 1892 had been to
find and instruct naturalists to accompany the Dundee whaling %
venture to the Weddell Sea which started in that year with
young college friend W. S. Bruce oti board the Balawa.
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